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PREFACE. 

* . f A 

oclow his own aim is Incident to every one whole fancy is adliv'e, and whofe views are ■coarbTe 
hen five ; nor is any man fatisfied with himfelf becaufe he has done much, but becaufe he can m^ r ' 
ceive little. W hen firff I engaged in this work, I refolved to leave neither words nor things 
examined, and pleafed myfelf with a profpedt of the hours which I Ihould revel away in feaffs oftlrta^ 
cure, the obfcure recelTes of northern learning, which I Ihould enter and ranfack, thetreafures with which} 
I expedted every fearch into thofe negledted mines to reward my labour, and the triumph with which 
I Ihould diiplay my acquilitions to mankind. When I had thus enquired into the original of words 
I refolved to fhow likewife my attention to things; to pierce deep into every fcience, °to enquire the 
nature of every ftibftance of which I inferted the name, to limit every idea by a definition ffri&ly logical 
and exhibit every production of art or nature in an accurate description, that my book might be in place 
of all other dictionaries whether appellative or technical. But thefe were the dreams of a poet doomed 
at laff to wake a lexicographer. I foon found that it is too late to look for inftruments, when the work 
calls for execution, and that whatever abilities I had brought to my talk, with thofe I mult finally 
perform it. To deliberate whenever I doubted, to enquire whenever I was ignorant, would have pro- 
t faded the undertaking without end, and, perhaps, without much improvement ; for I did not find by mv 
firfi: experiments, that what I had not of my own was eafily to be obtained : I faw that one enquiry only 
gave occafion to another, that book referred to book, that to fearch was not always to find, and to find 
was not always to be informed ; and that thus to perfue perfedion, was, like the firff inhabitants of 
Arcadia, to chace the fun, which, when they had reached the hill where he feemed to red, was dill 
beheld at the fame didance from them. 

I then contraded my defign, determining to confide in myfelf, and no longer to folicit auxiliaries 
which produced more incumbrance than afiidance : by this I obtained at lead one advantage, that I fet 
limits to my work, which would in time be fin idled, though not completed. 

Defpondency has never fo far prevailed as to deprefs me to negligence ; fome faults will at 
lad appear to be the efteds of anxious diligence and perfevering adivity. The nice and fubtle 
ramifications of meaning were not eafily avoided by a mind intent upon accuracy, and convinced of the 
necefiity of difentangling combinations, and feparating fimilitudes. Many of the didindions which 
•to common readers appear ufelefs and idle, will be found real and important by men verfed in the 
fchool philofophy, without which no didionary ever lhall be accurately compiled, or fkilfully examined. 

Some fenfes however there are, which, though not the fame, are yet fo nearly allied, that they 
are often confounded. Mod men think indidindly, and therefore cannot fpeak with exadnefs ; and 
consequently fome examples might be indifferently put to either fignification : this uncertainty is not to 
be imputed to me, who do pot form, but regifter the language ; who do not teach men ^how they 
Ihould think, but relate how they haveTritheFto expreffed their thoughts. 
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The imperfed fenfe of fome examples I lamented, but could not remedy, and hope they will be 
compenfated by innumerable paffages feleded with propriety, and preferved with exadnefs; fome 
fhining with lparks of imagination, and fome replete with treafures of wifdom. 

The orthography and etymology, though imperfed, are not imperfed for want of care, but be- 
caule care will not always be iuccefsful, and recolledion or information come too late for ufe. 

That many terms of art and manufadure are omitted, muff be frankly acknowledged ; but for 
this defed I may boldly allege that it was unavoidable : I could not vifit caverns to learn the miner's 
language, nor take a voyage to perfed my fkill in the dialed of navigation, nor vifit the warehoufes of 
merchants* and fhops of artificers, to gain the names of wares, tools and operations, of which no mention is 
found in books ; what favourable accident, or eafy enquiry brought within my reach, has not been ne- 
gleded ; but it; had been a hopelefs labour to glean up words, by courting living information, and conteft- 
ing with the fullennefs of one, and the roughnefs of another. 

To furnifh the academicians della Crufca with words of this kind, a feries of comedies called 
la Fiera, or the Fair , was profeffedly written by Buonaroti ; but I had no fuch affiffant, and 
therefore was content to want;. what they muff have wanted likewife, had they not luckily been 
fo fupplied. 

... * 

Nor are all words which are not found in the vocabulary, to be lamented as omifiions. Of the 
laborious and mercantile. part of the people, the didion is in a great meafure cafual and mutable; 
many of their terms are formed for fome temporary or local convenience, and though current at certain 
times and places, are in others utterly unknown. This fugitive cant, which is always in a ffate of 
increafe or decay, . cannot be regarded as any part of the durable materials of a language, and there' 
fore muff be fuffered to perifh with other things unworthy of prefer vation. 

Care will fometimes betray to the appearance of negligence. He that is catching opportunities which 
feldom occur, will fuffer thofe to pafs by unreguarded, which he expeds hourly to return ; he that is 
fearching for rare and remote things, will negled thofe that are obvious and familiar : thus many of 
the mod: common and curfory words have been inferted with little illuftration, becaufe in gather- 
ing the authorities, I forbore to copy thofe which I thought likely to occur whenever they were wanted. 

It is remarkable that, iti reviewing my colledion, I found the word Sea unexemplified. . \ f 

^ ' Thus 


Thus it happens, th« i» <*%«£* td * 
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timwb uu findv be performed witn. 

A large work is difficult becaufe it is lar g. “ e ” be Slowed its (lure'of time and labour 

« « >* expedled, that the Hones wbrcla 

LmXltX’ ’e^f i'ouid b. fquared and polUhed like the diamond of a n»g. 

Of the even, of this work, for which,, having wh’ ITU 

have fome degree of parental tonclricfs, 11 ‘ s our language, and put a Hop to 

nerfuaded to think well or my defign, ^.q i differed to make in it without oppofition. 

‘thofe alterations which time and chance ia- ^ 11 f yf f or a while; but now begin to fear that 

With this confequence I will confefs that 1 . Hatterea my When we fee men grow old 

have indulged expedation which ne “ h ? r to century! we laugh at the elixir that promifes 

and-die at a certain time one after another, iron / n ' t h e lexicographer be derided, who 

to prolong life to a thoufand years ; and with & their words a ld phrafes from muta- 

being able to produce no example of a nation that P d £ it f rom corruption and 
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vanity, and affe<ffatipn. 

With this hope, however academics h.v. 1 been i^lkumd, rojarf the 
to retain fugitives, and repulfe intruders , but t n ^ g _ - and tQ i a fh the wind, are 

founds are too volatile and lubtile for legal reftiann , . y it ft re n<Tth. The French language 

equally the undertakings of pride, unwilling to meafure ^defires by its 1 J tranflation of father 

has vifiblv changed under the infpedion of the academy ; the Ible of any 

Paul is obferved by Le Courayer to be un feu fafse , and no Italian will maintain, mat 
modern^ writer is not perceptibly different from that of iM, Machavel, or 6,; 

Total and fudden transformations of a language feldom happen ; conqueffs and migrations am tmw 
very rl : bu there arc other caufes of change, which, though flow in their operation and m if. e 
S picgref,, are perhaps as much fuperiour to human rehiW, 

muotTffielal™^' they ^ ’thThSe ft^eminracmmfe with (Irangers, to whom they endeavour to 
SSL S iime fl. . mingled dialed, like the 

Ackers on the Mediterranean and Indian coafts. This will not always be confined to the « c ™ng . 
the warehoufe, or the port, but will be communicated by degrees to other ranks of the people, and be 

at laft incorporated with the current fpeech. 

There are likewife internal caufes equally forcible. The language moft likely to continue 
long without alteration, would be that of a nation raifed a little, and but a little, above barbarity, 

• ie eluded from Grangers, and totally employed in procuring the conveniences of life; either without 
books, or, like fome of the Mahometan countries, with very few: men thus buffed and unlearned, having 
only fuch words as common ufe requires, would perhaps long continue to exprefs the fame notions y t e 
fame figns. But no fuch conffancy can be expected in a people polifhed by arts, and claued by lubor- 
dination, where one part of the community is fuftained and accommodated by the labour of the other. 
Thofe w r ho have much leifure to think, will always be enlarging the ftock of ideas, and every in- 
creafe of knowledge, whether real or fancied, will produce new words, or combinations ox words. 
When the mind is unchained from necefiity, it will range after convenience ; when it is left at large 
in the fields of fpeculation, it will fhift opinions ; as any cuflom is dilufed, the words that expreffed 
it muff pqrilh with it; as any opinion grows popular, it will innovate fpeech in the fame proportion as it 
alters practice. 

As by the cultivation of various fciences, a language is amplified, it will be more furnilhed with 
words deflected from their original fenfe ; the geometrician will talk of a courtier's zenith, or the ex- 
centrick virtue, of a wild hero, and the phyfician of fanguine expectations and phlegmatick delays. 
Copioufnefs of fpeech will give opportunities to capricious choice, by which fome words will be 
preferred, : and others degraded;^ vicilfitudes of falhion will enforce the ufe of new, or extend the fig- 
nificatron of known terms. The tropes of poetry will make hourly encroachments, and the metapho- 
-rical will become the current fenfe : pronunciation will be varied by levity or ignorance, and the pen 
hnuff at length comply with the tongue; illiterate writers will at one time or other, by publick infatua- 
tion, rife into renown, who, not knowing the original import of words, will ufe them with colloquial 
licentioufnefs, confound diffindtion, and forget propriety. As politenefs increafes, fome exprefficns will 
u be confidered as too grofs and vulgar for the delicate, others as too formal and ceremonious for the 
gay and airy 3 new phrafes are therefore adopted, which muff, for the fame reafons, be in time dif- 
milTed. c Swift-, in his petty treatife on the Englifh language, allows that new words muff: fometimes 
be introduced*, but propoies that none Ihould be fuffered to become obfolete. But what makes a word 
obfolete, more than general agreement to forbear it? and how lhall it be continued, when it conveys an 
offenfive idea,' or recalled again into the mouths of mankind, when it ha 3 or es by difufe become unfa- 
jniliar, and by unfamiliarity unpleafing. 2 
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